The Solovetsky Archipelago (Russia)

Julia Nevmerzhitskaya

Introduction
There are places in the world where nature, culture, history and mystery are in strong collusion. These places attract people’s attention and interest over the years. Solovetsky archipelago is one such place. Located in the western part of the White Sea, 150 km from the Arctic Circle to the south, the Solovetsky archipelago (or Solovki, as Russians call it) covers about 300 sq. km. The archipelago consists of 6 comparatively large islands and scores of smaller ones. Administratively, the archipelago forms part of the Arkhangelsk region.
The White Sea is a part of Arctic Ocean, but even though it was called ‘Freezing Sea’ in ancient times (Boguslavsky 1971: 13), the climate there is more continental due to the lack of cold ocean streams and an absence of warm ocean airflows. Still, the average water surface temperature is only +40 C in June and up to +80 C in August. 
What attracts thousands of tourists each year to this cold and remote peace of land in the Arctic Ocean? Is it the fascinating nature of the island, with a relatively warm microclimate for these latitudes? A chance to get away from the mainland? An opportunity to visit the famous Solovetsky Monastery? Or is it just to experience the spirit of a former GULAG? 
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